Susan Westbrook Biography:

     Susan Westbrook, a licensed interior designer, is a native New Mexican. She grew up surrounded by soft adobe walls, Mexican folk art and mesquite. The landscape, the raw, wild colors, and the sophisticated cultural diversity of the Southwest are all part of her own organic matrix. Her work reflects her New Mexican soul. She has studied and traveled extensively, and the focus of her education at UNM was the art and architecture of the American southwest and Mexico. Some of her first work involved academic architectural research at the Albuquerque Museum, but she also owned a New Mexican antique and art gallery in the seventies until the opening of her present interior design firm in 1982.  

Over the years Susan has further developed her native sensitivity to Southwestern architecture. As a local, she has had the time to cultivate a unique list of suppliers and craft persons, and as a result has the resources that are only possible when you are truly part of a community. 

Susan honors and understands New Mexico's architectural traditions. The renowned late architects George Pearl (The new UNM Architecture school is being named for him) and Nat Kaplan often requested Susan as the interior designer on projects.  Her knowledge of architecture, interiors and preservation was enhanced by studying architectural history with the late Dr. Bainbridge Bunting (UNM Art History slide library named for him) for four years at UNM.  Countless independent studies and research with Dr. Bunting and the Albuquerque Museum led to her co-authoring of Old Town Albuquerque, NM: A Guide to its History and Architecture with the museum’s curator of history in 1980.

     In 1991 she became the principal designer and part time buyer for Foreign Traders of Santa Fe, New Mexico established in 1927. There she did buying in Mexico and oversaw furniture design and production for the flagship stores of the Banana Republic. In addition, she offered custom interior design to Foreign Trader's distinguished clientele and worked on some of the highest end homes in Santa Fe.

    While her academic background and creative talent have earned her remarkable career opportunities in France, Spain, Switzerland and Mexico, she has been involved with some of the most original and prestigious design projects in the Southwest. Her magic touch can be found on sprawling Montana ranches, secluded Tesuque river retreats or 17th Century adobe revivals. Susan’s extensive travels and education helped her to develop a deep understanding of period design and architecture. The projects she designs are unmistakably a reflection of her taste and knowledge, but always celebrate the life and personality of her wonderful clients.  The client’s satisfaction is Susan’s ultimate goal.

     Susan also does commercial design. She recently expanded her firm’s capability to feature hospitality design by hiring designer Mary Darnell who has been doing hospitality design for over 20 years. She has vast experience in hospitality and medical design. Some of her works includes Stephen's Restaurant (ABQ), Il Vicino (ABQ), an exclusive guest ranch and numerous medical offices. Susan also worked on a partial renewal of the historic Hassayampa Inn in Prescott, Arizona. She also helped develop regional fabric libraries for local businesses such as Ernest Thompson Furniture. As part of her design services, she designs furniture and develops art and antique collections for many clients.

Susan has a long list of awards and recognition. Her work has been published nationally and in France. In 1989, a booth she designed with architect Garrett Smith and placed second to Philip Starke at the Moving Exposition in Paris. There were over a 1,000 competitors/exhibitors. (The judges were the international press.) In April 1995, she was named designer of the year and was selected to be the featured designer in New Mexico Magazine’s “Special home issue.”  Another residence she designed was chosen as “The Best of Albuquerque”  in Albuquerque Monthly Magazine in 1995. “The Santa Fean Magazine” voted a house she worked on runner up in the "House of the Year 1996" competition. Her former Corrales home was featured in “Old House Magazine” in January of 2003.

Since 1997, she has designed one home per year that has won the Enchantment Award in both Santa Fe and Albuquerque Parade of Homes.  She was chosen to design a room for the NM Symphony La Casa de Musica in 1998, 1999 and 2000, which is an event that ran for 3 years and showcased special homes to raise money for the NM Symphony Guild. The state’s top designers were selected to participate.  It is a continued opportunity to be involved with and give back to the State that has given her so much.

In 2004, Susan was the featured designer in the winter issue of Su Casa Magazine after winning numerous awards in the ASID Interior design competition including the “Su Casa Award” (Southwestern style award). She was also featured in the January issue of “Phoenix Home and Garden‘s” “Santa Fe issue”.

Susan's understanding and deep love for New Mexico has led to her passion for the people and arts of New Mexico. She donates to educational, health and cultural causes regularly.  Susan has a commitment to the special needs children of New Mexico. She sat on the board of Carrie Tingley Children's Hospital Foundation for several years, and she often volunteers for the Carrie Tingley Hospital Raspberry Enchantment House Tour and Brunch. Her previous home was on the tour in 1997 and her newly restored 17th Century adobe will be in the next tour when the Raspberry Tour is revived.  Additionally, Susan is a supporter of the Albuquerque Museum. She has sat on their board and worked to raise funds for the museum. 

      In the past, Susan has accompanied international shopping tours with International Tours of New Mexico. Susan knows and loves central Mexico almost as intimately as New Mexico, and has hosted many shopping and architectural tours of central Mexico. The tours included San Miguel de Allende, Leon and Guanajuato where she once attended art school.


As part of her professional maintenance, Susan regularly attends different trade markets such as High Point, NC, Dallas, Texas, West Week in LA, Guadalajara, Mexico, Atlanta, Georgia, New York City, and San Francisco, California. She strives to keep current with new designs trends in furniture, fabrics, and accessories.


In recent years, Susan has been a regular contributor to Su Casa Magazine for expert design consultation. In 2004, Susan’s home was chosen for Home and Garden Television’s (HGTV) “Generation Renovation.” Afterward, Susan was also asked to participate in the Designer’s Challenge for a kitchen design competition. Susan had to decline due to her active schedule so one of her design students, Dominic Serna, elected to do it in her place, and he won!

Susan Westbrook can be reached at 505-898-2484. swinmoffice@aol.com
